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: - President’s Secretariai
ﬁ Press Suretary to the Tresident ﬁf{usﬁm.pujf Bhavan

i' New Delbi-110 004
. June 16, I198]

The President of India desires me to convey his best
wishes on the vccasion of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations

of the South India Philatelists’ Association.

Yours sincerely,

‘_.%/ n.%iyﬂ!ﬂﬁﬂ‘yﬁﬂﬁf




VICE-PRESIDENT
INDIA
NEW DELHI

June 256, 1981

| send my best wishes for the success of the Silver
Jubilee Celebrations of the South India Philatelists®

Association, Madras to be held during the third week

of July, 1981 at Madras,

M. Hidayatullah



RAJ BHAVAN
MADRAS-600 022

19th June 98]

MESSAGE

I am glad to kaow that the South India Philatelists® Association
proposes to celebrate its Silver Jubiles in July this vear.

Philately isa popular hebby, Inour country it has become a
means of educating on People in the history and cultore of Ind ia
It should not be difficult for philatelists to utilise this hobby as an

instrument for promoting international understanding and brother:
hood.

My best wishes for the success of the Celebration.

SADIQ ALl



M. L. GAIND

Member (Postal Operations)

& Ex Officio Additional Secretary
To the Government of India

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS BOARD |
Sanchar Bhawan, 20, Ashoka Road,
Wew Delhi-110001

July 23, 1981

1 am wvery happy to know that the South India Philatelists’
Association will be celebraling its Silver Jubilee shortly. Philately
as an interesting and cducative hobby bas come to be accepted by
all. The philatelic assopiations have a key role to play in promotling
philately, particularly among the school and college going students,
and making it a mass movement among the educated. I hope the
South India Philatelists® Associalion, in its future activities, will
pay more attention to young philatelists and encourage the youth
to take to this fascinating and educative pastime.

I convey my felicitations to the members on the oceasion of

the Silver Jubilee of SIPA and wish them all success in their future
endeavours,

M. L. Gaind
Member (Postal Operations)

e — s et i T —— .



P.S. RAGAVACHARI
Postmaster-General
Tamilnadu Cirele Madras-600 002
Phone 1 #45824

20th June, 1981

Message

I am happy io know that the South India Philatclists® Associa-
tion, Madrag is celebrating its SILVER JUBILEE in the third week
of July 1981 and that the Association will be holdiog & Philatelic
Exhibition * SIPEX  81° to coincide with the same.

Philately is #n éxciting and interesting pastime and the role of
Philatelic Exhibitions in promoting this facinating hobby needs no
emphasis. 1t is in the fitness of things that a pioneer society like
the South India Philatelists" Association, which ineludes amongst
its members many eminent philatelists, should think of organising a
stamp exhibition, to mark the completion of 25 years of its useful
existence,

[ take this opportunity not only to congratulate the members
of the Association on their past and present achisvements but also
wish SIPEX—5| a grand success.

P. 5. RAGAYACHARI



THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF INDIA

BOMBAY 23, June, 1981

1 send my gractings and best wishes fo SIPA on fer reaching
the Silver Jubilee mark may it grow in Philatelic strength and  serve

the people in the right direction, May you reach a centenary full !
of glorlous progress,

Arvind M. Pakvasa
President
The Fhilatelic Society of India



India’s Stamp Journal

. M. MEDHORA G-10, Dalal Fstate,
Editor Lamington Road,
Tel: 393103 BOMBAY .400 008

Bombay, 25th June 1981

1 am extremely happy to nole that the South India Philatelists’
Association has completed twentyfive years of its eventful career.
The Society has done very useful work in the South in spreading the
gospel of philately and the organisers of this leading philatelic
society in the Souih has proved beyond doubts that stamp collectiog
is not a mere hobby but it is extremely useful to the studenis
fraterpity as the hobby is educative, informative and a pleasant
pastime,

Your decision of holding & stamp exhibition SIPEX—#1, will 1
am sure be appreciated by one and all. Tt will be:an eve-opener to
a layman who will not only Jearn a lot but also itis likely that he
will turn out to be a philatelist very soon.

To SIPEN-8] and to your organisation, T wish a grand success
and all the best for vears to come.

P M. MEDHORA
Prasldent
Empire of India Philatelic Society



PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF INDIA
(Registered under the Societies Registration
Act of 1960}

TMES SAGE

The Bouth India Philatelists’ Association

DOLPHINSG
S-484 Greater Kajlash 11
New Delhi-110048
Telephone : 667091

I5th June 1981

will be celebrating

25 years of its distinguished and valuable existence in Decembar
this year, which will be a milestone in the history of the Association
and indeed the history of Indian philately. The Association has

served philately in India and particylarly
made distinet contributions to the Progress o
dge. It had always on its roils the most e
over the country who have contributed in no sl
great hobby, T always recollect the very pleas
had with Mr, V. N, S. Rao, President of th
dayen of Indian gintatet;f who has always

other members of the fraternity.

On behalf of the Philatelic Congress of
behalf, T wish the function all success and

Association in the service of philataly

in South India and has
[this branch of knowle.
ent philatelisis from al]

measure to this

ant association I have
& Association, anda
been an inspiration to

India and on my own
further progress to the

G. B. PAT
Fresident
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PREFACE

We will be reaching important milestore in our steady progress, this
December, when we will be twenty-five. As part of the celebrations (o mark
our Silver Jubilee, we have arranged a stamp exhibition-the sigth in ocur series.
This time the exhibition is confined to puges from the collections formed by our
members only, 5o that they may get a move on and gain confidence from this
experience to participate in future bigger cihibitions on the Mational and higher

levels.

We have also brought out this souvenir = the fourth one to be published
by us 50 far—to coincide with the holding of the stamp exhibition and to serve
as a happy remembrancer. We have tried our best to make the souvenir
attractive with a good get-up, interesting articles and illustrations.

We have received messages of goodwill from the President of India,
the Viee President of India, Governor of Tamil Nadu and other leading persona-
lities, which have been included in the following pages. We are deeply indebied
to them for their kind good wishes.

We are, indeed, grateful to the philatelists several of them being persons
well known in International philstelic circles, i'l.h:_ their interesting and instructive
articles, covering various aspeots of philately, written speeially for this souvenir.

But for the suppert of the many well-wishers whose advertisements adorn
the pages of this souvenir, we would not have besn able to bring out this
publication. We are immensely thankful to them for their valued help.

Our sintere thank‘s are due ta the artizis, the block mukers, and the
printers for the excellent job they have done in making this souvenir atirastive,

We are also thaokful to the Postmaster-General, Madras, and the
members of the Postal Dept. for providing special eachet cancellations on all
the four days of the exhibition at the hall, and helping us with the much needed
publicity for the exhibition, and helping us with the frames to hold the exhibits.

1t goes without saying that the big task of helding an exhibition in a
city like Madras, and publishing a souvenir, wovld have been impossible, but for
the co-operation and hard work of the band of selfless and willing workers,
drawn from the members of oir Association, who have attended to all the
necessary arrangoments, canvassed advertisements and locked into the hundreds
of details incidental thereto, spending much of their precious time and energy.
Wi cxpress our sincere and heart-felt thanks Lo each one of them.

Before concluding, we wish 1o record our sincere homage to those members
who have departed from our midst, since our previous stamp exhibition 1972,
Motable amopg them were Saivashri R, F. Shrofl, Dr. P. 8t. C, Mitchell,
Major V §. Rajagopalan, V. N, Krishoa Rao, M. Rumakrishna Chelty and
T. R. Ananthan.



Venuve of the Exhibition STPEX *31
(Hamid Building, Anna Salai, Madras)



South India Philatelists’ Association

{Founded 1955)
(Affiliated to the Philatelic Congress of India)
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Vice- President : s G.-Madhan Mohan Das
Treasurer : » 5. Mahalingam
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M. Shankar Row
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Indo-American Stamp Exhibition, Madras—1961

Mr. V. N. B. Rao introducing Mr. Renzo

Pagin to the late Dr. P. Subbarayan then

Communication Minister

Mr. Ellsworth Bunker with Dr. Thomas

W. Simons, Mr. V, M. §. Rao and others

Dr. P. 8T. C. Mitchell,

Mr. L. K. Narayanaswamy,
Miss Cecilia Johnson

and Mr. V. N, 5 Rau




Indo-American Stamp Exhibition, Madras 1961

Mr. L. K. Narayanaswamy, P. M. G.

addressing

Miss Cecilia Johnson presenting award to ﬂ

Mr. T. A. Natarajun

. P. ST. C. Mitchell, President of SIPA

addressing




Indo-American Stamp Exhibition, Madras—1961

l

Mr. M. M. Namazie receiving award from Miss Cecilia Johnson



Indo-American Stamp Exhibition, Madras 1962

Mr. Renzo Pagin of the U.5.L5. Presenting to Mr. S- Ramaswamy
President of: 5.I.P.A. Scotts Catelogues

Mr. Frederic Unlig in front of the exhibition put up by Mr. V, N. 5. Rau and
Mr. G. Madan Mohan Das at SIPEX at Sherton Hotel, Washington D.C., U. 5. A.



Indo-American Stamp Exhibition, Madras 1964

o 4

Dr. Albert B. Franklio, American Consul General for South India,
presenting a First Day Cover to the Mayor of Madras Mr. 8. Krishnamurthi
Others: Mr. S. R. Bashyam, P. M. G. Madras and Dr. P. 8t. C. Mitchell, President S.LP.A.




Indo-American Stamp Exhibition 1969

Mr. V. N, 5. Rau introducing Mr. V. 8. Rajagopalan to Mr.
Mr H. K. Rao P.M.G. Looks on

Thomas Rocknagal,



Indo-American Stamp Exhibition 1972

The late Major V. S. Rajagopalan expluining an exhibit to Mr. Stephen E. Palmer
UL S, Consul General, Mr. L, R. Sauble, Mrs. May George, Mr, V. M. 5. Rau and others.

Visitors viewing the exhibits




Indo-American Stamp Exhibition 1972

Dr. C. A, Rajagopalachari recerving award from Mrs. Jothi Venkatachalam

Mr. Madan Mohan Das Speaking at the Prize distribution function.
Mr. 5. Ramaswamy and Mrs. Tothi

Yeokatachalam are seated,



Indo-American S.mp Exhibition 1'972

Cachet cancellation



General Body Meeting of Philatelic Cangress
held at Bangalore 1977

of India

LitoR. Col. L.G Shenci; §, P, Chatterjae :

P. M. Madhora i G.P.Paii D.N Jatia: V.N. 5. Rau;
Dhirubai Mehta ; Brig. D. 8. Virk,
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Special Covery designed and issued by SIPA

CENTENARY OF THE INDIAK WAR DF [HDEPENDERCE
1857 - 1957

WUTH mpiEH R RTELETL ALERCITHN
o JGREN FTAEET - HaDRAE:],



Special Covers issued for the Indo-American

Stamp Exhibitions at Madras

N A
BAMET, MADRAS-H.



Special Covers designed and lsswed by SIPA

FIRST DAY COVER

INTRQDUETEON OF NEw
DECIMAL CoIMasE
far AFRIL 128T
FOUTH 1r200Am PHILETALIETS' AS3OCIATAOM
3, PRCADWAY, MADRAS-



Special Covers issued for the Indo-Awmerican
Stamp Exhibitions at Madras

PROMOTERS For PEALE




Special Covers issued for the Indo-American

Stamp Exhibitions at Madras




Special Covers issued for the Indo-American
Stamp Exhibitions at Madras

FEBRAUARY 5—12. 1872

PHILATELISTS ASSOCIATION
SOUTH IRDiA RAS



Article Subscribers to the Souvenir

D, M. Jatin

Brig. . 8. Virk



Article Subscribers to the Souvenir




out Ourselves

e

the 30th of Decembar, this year,
uth indio Fhilatellsts” Associo-
wilt he completing  twanty-five

g Asgociotion owes its orgin. to:
B 5 Varadarafulu Chettlar,
uppam, an enthusiostic sigmp
B who got together o hond of
pilgtelisls to farm thamselvas into the

auth Tncion  Philotellsts' Association,
%ma. Tha beginning was moderate
Ehers wore only seven members to
arl with, but the number grew with
thig years,

|
I

. The late Hou. B 8. Christodos of the
Banish Mission - wos “The first Pre.
aiganl, i
Ananco Wohan,
D@8, who, we are happy lo say, has
gontinued 1o hold the office of, Hono=
1y Secretary. of the Asgociation,
Enoe o long iime, except for a short
Brear, wes the first reasurer., OF the
finnl saven, Tive are stll in our
miosl, which we ore pleosed to note.

. We. dropped  the |etter ‘n'  from
SOUll Indion in our nemia, 0 the late
Slulies, on o suggestion fram the Homy.
Secrelory of the Philatalic Sociaty of
Indis, 1o oveid any prrochial meoning
Belng oifoched 1o the word,

Amony the varied activities of the
Associnlion over the yeors, we  may
MENton o few.

DIn 1857, evan though the Postal
Bpartmant, wos bringing out official
5t Day covers for New lssues, we

S8sigmed ang issued covers for

11 the introduction of the |ndia
40 zeries of Deoimal Definitives:

E) e
GLATES

Indian  Muting  Cantenary

Ihe first Secretdry weas M. |
Mr, G, Balakrishng

i

X

i

5. Ramaswanty

A remorkable point, worthy of note,
in regard 1o the Association’s covar for
the Decimal issue i thot M 8 M.
Cosa, one of our members who
deslgned it with o rough outline mop
of Indin, hod no idea ot all thot the
atamps 1o be issued would also have
the [ndicm mop os ita design, The
covarg are illustroted elsewhers in this
OLNEIF, -

Five stomp exhibitions have been
conducted by us so for. starting with
@ modest one in 1958 followed by mors
ambitiouz shows in the yemrs 1961,
1862, 1968 and 1972,

We were advized by lhe lals Me
M. L. Tonnon: the aminent Economist
and Educotionist of Bombaoy, and a
veleran philotelist, who visited us [n
1858, to hold o members' stdimp show,

And zo, the first show got under
way ot 24, Broodway, Madras, at the
premises of Bhupendra Optical Stores,
wiha kindly ploced their office premises
ot our gisposal for our monthly maat-
ings. It wos opened on 16th December
1950 hy the late Mo 5 T. Srinivasa-
gopalachariar, Advocote, ond a senlor
philatalist of Maodros, who was a mem-
ber of the Royal Philotelic Society of
London. It received on  enthuslastlc
walcoma which spurred us on to plan
morg ambiticus  exhibitions.

Our plons were possible of execu-
tion thanks largely to the grond sup-
part given to us by the United States
Informaotion  Services, Madras, and
their co-operative staff.  As o result
the four stomp shows held from 1861
i 187, were eoch styled “Indo-Ame-
rigan Stomp Exhibition, Madraos',

The first one wos orronged in 1961,
on 28th Joneary, two dove ofter the
issue of two spacial stomps honouring
pdhatme Gondhi by the US A The
show was held ot the fibrary “hall of
the LLS.15. Mounl Rood, Mdadras, and



was opened by Mr. Renzo Pagin,
Director, US..8., in the Immediats
presence of the late Dr. P. Subba-
foyan, the then Union Minister for
Communications. This show lasted for
nearly a month and was visited by
Mr. Ellsworth Bunker, who was the
U.S. Ambassador to India, olong with
Mrs. Ellsworth Bunker.

The Second Indo-American Stamp
Exhibition was inaugurated on 16th
August 1962 by Dr. Thomas W. Simons,
U.S. Consul General in Madras, at the
U.S.I.S, Library Hall. This show, which
Was on o grand scale with the parti-
cipation of the United Nations Postal
Administration, the W.H.0., and save-
ral philatelists from abroad besides
our Indian friends, ottracted large
crowds. It was open for over g fort-
night.

On 13th February 1964, the birth day
of Abraham Lincoln, Mr. M. Bhakta-
vatsalam, the then Chief Minister of
Madras, opened the Third Indo-Ame-
fican Stamp Exhibition at the same
venue as the previous two shows, with
Dr. Albert B. Franklin, US. Consul
General presiding over the function.
Notable participants in the exhibition
included the U.S. and UN Postal
administrations and the Cardinal Spell-
man Philatelic Museum, Weston, Mas-
sachusetts, U.S.A.

The next exhibition could be held
only in 1972 after o lapse of eight years
and that was the Fourth Indo-American
Stamp Exhibition, the last one to be
held with the active support and col-
laboration of the US| S authorities in
Madras. This was inaugurated by Mr,
Stephen E. Palmer Jr., U.S. Consul
General and the exhibition had as its
venue the spacious library hall in the
US.I1S's own new premises at the
Gemini round-about, on Anna Road,
Madras. This exhibition lasted for
seéven days from the 6th to the 12th
of February 1972.

Special covers were brought out by
us for each of the above four Indo-
American Exhibitions, and the Postal

Dept., kindly provided special cachy
cancellations at the exhibition ven|
on all the days. lllustrations of thes
covers appear elsewhere in t
souvenir.

We will be failing in our duty if we
omitted to make here a special ma:
tion of the very important part playeg
by the late Major V. S. Raj %:E.@_ln
Who_always “avoided the  limelight b

worked ceaselessly and whole-hear

T e il ot

edly to make each exhibition of th
ABsOCidtion a complete sUCCess, coq
ing and cajoling the US| S,
into giving the maximum help by waj
of space, staff, stationery, etc., to
for conducting the exhibitions. Hig
absence is felt keenly by all of us i
this our Silver Jubilee vear more that
at any olher time,

We published special soy lirs_ i
cofinection with the second, third ang
ourth _Indo-American Stamp_ Exhibid
tions, “and they were well received.

In 1889, we joined in the All Amari-
can Stump Show put up at the Ame.
rican Culturgl Center, Madras, by the
Indo-American Association, and th
American Cultural Center, on the 17t
of July, which was visited by o large
number of school children. '

We are one of the few stamp club
in India, holding a meeting of ou
members regularly every month. whe
ther it rained or shined. And this is one.
single major factor which has helpe
Us to reach this Silver Jubilee year o
our existence.

The meetings were originally baingl
held on the lost Sunday of the month,
at the Danish Mission Hall, Broadway.
After the demise of Rev. Christodas,
the President, the venue was shifted
to the premises of Bhupendra Optical
Stores, at 24, Broadway, Madras.
From 1981, the meetings began o be
held at the Association’s registerec:
office at 41, Perumal Mudali Straat.i
Sowcarpet, Madras. In 1972, thanks
to Mr. M. Janakiraman, the then |
Post-Master General, Madras, we
were cllowed to hold our mﬂnthlvi

S




getings at the new premises of the
mhuumhc Bureau, Anna Road, Madras.
rhis arrangement now continues with
the help of the Post-Master General
and his staff. We now meet on the
gecond Sunday of the month regularly,

We also conduct a monthly meeting
of the Members at 41, Perumal Mudali
gtreet, on the third Sunday of every
month to enable them to exchange
their surplus stamps, to other mem-

bers.

Since July 1980, we have started
jgsuing a bi-monthly bulletin on a

modest scale, to satisfy a long-felt
need of the members. This has n
possible thanks to one of our actlve
members, Mr. M. T. Karunakaran, who
came forward to shoulder the editorial
responsibility willingly.

Qur plans for the future include the
building up of a good library, owning
of a decent premises, conducting
school of philotely for the younger
stamp collectors and thus spread the
wonderful and interesting hobby of
Stomp Collecting, while marching
ahead to new horizons, with the active
support of all Philatelists.



Indias’ 95 Arches in Two Different Ink

A battle royal between the Court of
Directors ond the Government of India
wos raging for a decision on whether
the first postage stamps of India
should be printed in England or in
India for the quick implementation of
the report of the Post Office Com-
mission, 1850, The Governor-General,
Lord Dalhousie, mentioned in  his
Minutes dater 7th February, 1854, of
the failure on the part of Col, Forbes
of Caleutia Mint in producing o satis-
factory  standord  for ;:trlntirr;;r Indian
Stomps by the reguired time. The task
was thereafter entrusted to Capt. H, L.
Thulllier of the Government Lithogra-
phic Press, Calcutta, for printing by
Lithographic process. Capt. Thuillier
submitted four designs of % anna,
1 anng, 4 onnas and & annas stamps
on 22nd February 1854 hurriedly drown

on transfer paper along with his
comments.

Subsequently, Capt. Thulllier reper-
ted on 28th April to the Government
of Indio on the various steps taken by
him to achieve the objective. He
mentioned of attaining o satisfactory
representation of Her Majesty's head
drown on transfer poper with “INDIA"
at the top and "HALF ANNA" at the
battom. With this set stondard he laid
off sufficient transfer upon o storie to
form o continuing block of 120 stamps
e, 12 rows with 10 stamps in eoch
and covering 3 such blocks on to the
stone to print on approved paper
watermarked with Coot of Arms of the
East India Company.

In his report, he further mentioned
of having been able to print success-
fully o few hundred sheets after initial
triols with very small quantity of Eng-
llsh Vermilion lithographic ink which
e hoppened to have with him. The
300 treble sheets or 900 single sheets
80 printed wera sent to Bombay on
a9th April. This was in compliance with

—

By D. N. Jatia,rrpsy

the letter dated 13th March, 1854 from
the Secretary to the Gaovernmeant of
India to the Director-General of the
Post Office of India which glsa Comn:
tained instructions to print stamps by
[ithography,

Fresh supply of ink apparently of
similar quality and colour obtainad Was,
geccording to Copt. Thuillier, “foung
entirely 1o destroy the impressions on
the stane, the proof cofming off thick
and smeared and losing the uniformity
of the likeness. so much =a to render
the stomps  unserviceabls. Othar
ditempts were then made to prepare
the colour in this office and o serias
OF expariments have been mode under
my immediate supervision, but from
the properties of the minaral subs-
tonee in the vermilion and from repen-
led and the most careful trials it js
now evident that it will be impossible
at such o seascn of the year, to pro-
duce the half-anna slamps. in the
quantity required in thot colour. Even
those printed from the English pre:
pared colour become too indistincy
after o few hundrad impressions, o

permit of the some stone being used
longer, , , "

[

In this respact thoe letter of Bth April
1854 from Capt. Thuillier ta Supdt. of
Stomps (published in PJ)| 1923) is very
paertinent. He states thot the vermilion
Supplied by the Superintendent of
Stomps “found to be ill-odopted  far
lithographic purposes, owing os | sus-
pect to wood ol existing in the var-
nish with which it has been rubbed up-
| have the honour to solicit the favour
of Your supplying me with a guentity
of the vermilion powder to enablé me
fo mix up the colour with somae Eng-/
lish Lithographic Varnish which | hap-
pen to hove by me"

He haod to clean off oll the stohes.
89 prepared. In order to secure a good




The unissued half anna vermilion



---“’gnm-mmg of tha deslgn done

er plate by an Indian, Muanu-
and blocks were again farmed
the stone by tronsfer process in

s % @ [totalling 98 stamps). In the
Aiime, oftampts weare bel_n? made
reparing tr-:;_nsfer matarial, print-
ik and varnish from the purest
ients obtained from dispansary
the Fost Indio Company, Fresh
ting triols were made in Thulllier's
cles with the copper plate transfer
jack from printing ink, in blue
refined indige) ond in cobal blue,

" Fhe entire supply of 300 treble
pelz sent to Bomboy wos ordered
be destroyed by telegraphic mes-
e of 23rd April sent to the Sscre-
ry to the Government of Bombay.
- his memorandum of 28th  April
gpt. Thuillier steted of hoving sub-
mitted demi-officiolly somples to  the
fractor Generol of Post Office ond
=p io the Court of Directors. Among
the known examples, the upper half
A0 stamps of Block || wos presented
tha then Prince of Wales by the
o office in Londan in 1904, The
ar-half contzining: 60 stampes waos
‘ot ona tme in the Indic Gavernment
L collection in a bod state and the same
e reported stolen, Block Mo, Il has

n illustroted in Housburg's boak in
Bplate 2 from which the stamps with
Engdlish Vermilion con be seen.

o be primarily relied upon,

On 12th July 1948, 0 mild stir was
caused omaong the Indian Philatelists
{reported in 15J June 1830) when Mr.
Hiralal Banker of Sauroshtro wolked
into the office of the lote Mr, Jal Cooper
with 4 complete: tripla sheet of the
famicus “8% Arches” essay. Till today
this discovery is' surrcunded with
mystery, Howavar, it then possed on
to: tha Mececa of Fhitately, London
through Harmers where it hos been
broken and being sold currently in
gingles. poirs und blocks.

Stanley Gibbons hove cotalogued
this. “9l% Arches” lssue as. 5G 1.
Y Vermilion. It one exomings care:
fully these stomps, he would find o vary
gloring difference in the colour os well
as in the printing ond the wear of the
stones. Between the two stamps, ohe
is from the onginol sheet which was
printed earliast from tha English Vermi-
lion Ink which Capt. Thuillier hod with
him ond the other is from the ink sent
by the Supdl. of Stomps from which
the Hiralal’s triple shest wos printed.
English Vermilion print s deep blood
red, shining having shorp print, while
ihe other one 8 dull vermilion warm
aut In printing. 1t is evident that the
concermed  stamps were printed  from
two iotally differant supplics of ink and
cs euch nesd  separate cotdloguing,
The prinls of tha deap red English
Yermilion Ink are. much ‘rarer and
deserva bettor attention thon thosa of
dull  wermilion of which a fult ‘triple
snect was found



Working of Calcutta G. P. O. in 1850-1851

With the increasing political influ-
ence and exponding trode, the then
British Government took various mea-
sures for improving postal  system
throughout the country, Bstween 1800
o 1845 o number of meosures werg
token to suggest remedies, to  poin
out defests and to improve upon
ther so that the postal routes can be
well muaintginad and the public. may
get better odvontoge. The functions,
duties ond jurisdiction of the Post-
maosters-General gl Calcutta, Bombay
and Maodras were [oid down 8o that the
Post Office moy not be a target of
undue criticism,

Galng through various records and
porticularly  reading  the  grophic
aceount in the book, "Postal History
and Froctice’! by Ive. Homilton, who
incldeniolly served the Indion Postol
administration  for ower thirty long
years, one gets o grophic piclure as
ta how tedicus ond tiresome waos the
job af the Postmaoster-General and the
postal stoff working ot the main Gene-
ral Post Offices. To begin  with, it
would be interesting to oo through the
working of Calcutta G.P.C, in the years
1RE0-1857. The =zalient features are
gnumeroted in  this article for the
benefit of the reoders—

1. The Postmoster-Generol, Ben-
gal, ployed o dual role thot of Prasi-
dency Postmaster dand that of Post-
maeter-General aned  his  salary. wos
Rs. 2000 per maonth,

2. The number of clerks working
in the Presidency Post Offlce wos over
ane hundred and the overoge sdlary of
aach clark was Rs. 2B per month.

3. It wos proposed to bulld o new
3P0, bullding as the existing one af
Chowringhaa wos found  unstiitable.
The Hon'ble Court of Directors sanc-
tionod o sum of Rs. 1626870 for the
new office ond it was hopad that the

By P. M, Medhore

new bulding would ke Spacioul
cnough for the staff and it need be
it could be enlarged as and wh
found necessary.

4. Surprisingly there wsre - n
letter boxes ot the Post Office o
counters ond recoipt was given for
each letter delivered ol the counter.

5. The  weight -ond postogs
chorged woas enfered In o separate
register.

6. letier boxes or pillar boxes as
they were known then were pldced
only after postdge stomps wers Intro-
duced,

7. Six Receiving Houses were
apened ot [1) Bangbozor, (2] Bhowani-
pore, (3 Boytokhono, (4] Kidderpore,
|5} Mochoabozar and (8) Park Streetl.

8. As thers were no post office or
roceiving houses on the right bank of
river Hooghly, people living in Howrak
crnd nearby ploces were greatly incon-
vanienced os they hod to send some-
one ocross the rlver to post thait
letters, After regular postogs stamps
were  issued, the situation greatly
imoroved.

8. The timings wera 10 am. 1o
B pm. on odd doys whereas on Sun-
days the P.O, worked from 4 fo & p.m,
anly.

), As there were no leller bhoxes
and ns the recaipt was to be given for
each letter delivered ot the counter,
the work was rothar slow. Hardly 100
lefters were handed over ot the coun- |
far before 3 pm. The receiving houses
were open from 11 am. to 4 p.m.

11, Letters were delivered twice o
day, one at 10 om. and the other at
3 pomn. All letters recelved ot the coun-
tar ofter 3 o.m. were sent out by the
second delivery, as the postman on
the raund vsed to toke obout six hours
to deliver the letters,




12, In the first delivery letters
wiitten in  Engllsh language ware
-E'meeﬂ'r* deliversd whereaa flettera writ:
en In wernacular or the loeal |cngu-
'I'ﬂﬂf’ and that for distant suburbz were
gelivered by the second delivery,

13, The work wos &Glow a8 every
etter 10 be deliverad wos 10:be entaa:.ad
in o register in English at the office
“of despotch and delivery, Besides, in
‘the book of the delivery man, It was
1o be onterad in vernacular. This med-
" zure wos token for the sofe delivery
ol the lettars.

14, Refused lettars specially writien
G wernocular were not returned Lo
gander,

i8I0 spite of toking greal precou-
tion, it wos found thot obout half-o-
dozen  lelters  wWere missing out of
125,000 |etters posted.

16. ‘As the number of |letters 1o be
deliverad greotly increased, the proc-
tice of entering latters in o rogistar
Ihrae times wos dropped, The letters
were entered only once in the pson’s
book In vernacular for his guidonce.

1. All the moll bogs were received
of the GPO ond they were opened
Ainder strict security.

18, All bearing letiers:  were
welghed to check that the postogo was
sufficiently chorged as It varied
according 1o weight ohd distance.

8. The name of the despatching
wffice wos written at the bock of each
letter in vernocular {Bengali] and glven
1o d clerk to register the samie. The
registering clerk checked the contents
-of soch bog os per the chalon and
Rhtered them in another registar with
the nome of the despatching oifice,
the walght ond number of leters and
DPostoge o©n . unpoid [etters received
frem eoch office.

20. The ‘service’ argd postoge pald
letters were placed on the delivery
table ond the unpaid letters were
handed over to o ‘Bearing Munshi’,
The Munshi kept an account of exact
Nunmber of letters from different ploces
and of postoge dus on them ond

pussed  on 1o onother person  for
ehecking who stumped them and seit
tar delivery.

21, Speciaol core was ilocken of
registered letters on a fee of 8 as.
which were kept oside after sorting,
entered in o seporote register and
handed over to o pson for delivary.

22, As the full detalls pertaining 1o
o letter, auch as full oddress, describ-
fion and welght of eoch Ietter, the
amount of postape due, the ploce from
where they were received, the date of
delivery, chout seventy seconds ware
taken for the entry of coch letter,

23. The desk or office work for the
tirst morning delivery wos dona bat-
waen 4 a.m. and 10 a.m.

24, There were 48 delivery peons
aut of which 46 were poid Rs. 8 per
menth ond the remalning two received
Rs. 6-6-4. Mo uniform wos provided to
them by the Post Office, but wera pro-
vided with o cop and a bell, the cost
of which wos chorged ond deducted
from their soldry. Besides, each dali-
very peon hod to furnish o cosh secu-
rity” ranging between Rs. 50 to Rs, 200,

25, The delivary peons did not
know English, with the result the sort-
ing clerks wrote the name of the party
ord address on the letters in Bangali,

26. In the orgo or locality in which
Europeons stoyed, o peon used to
deliver gbout 5 letters whereas in
lhe notive |ocaolity about thirty letters.
Mare time was taken in the notive loco-
lity because most of the lelters were
unpdid and omount wos to be reco-
vered from the receiver.

27, About one-fifth of the bearing
lettars received at the post office ware
refused,

28. Qver and obove the ordinary
letters doily newspoapers were also
sent by post and os per the P.O.
ecord on 20th February, 1851, about
1200 newspopers were despatched
from Colcutto GPO, out of which only
113 newspapers were poid and 1080
ware bearing newspapers. This gives



an. idea of the work load o dalivery

paon had to carry.

28. The Post Office decided to
gdopt the aystem of registering of
latters on o payment of g fes of eight
annas In addition to normal postage.
The P.O. record shows that during
March, 1851, 120 registered |etters
wera posted ot the Colcutta GRO and
138 registerad |atters were recelved
far dalivery,

30. As the number of Eurgpeans
dnd the trode increosed. there was o
regular  monthly mail steomer  from
Englond to Calcutta which brought
oiel two lakhs lotters and Nnewspapers
at Calcutta GPO during the vear 1850,
And likewise 186, 987 latters and news-
papers Warg: sent out by the mall
staamer during the same  year.

3. When o steamer arrived ‘the
wark of sorting was heavy, nearly 12
clerks used to work for the whalg dry
in rediiecling the forword letters to
addrasses.

32. By 1850 popuiation of Caloutto
was 400,000 ond in spite of it there
wae no arrangement for the local post.
Per day only 400 letters were posted
at Coleutta for locgl defivery,

A3 the local people were ilitsrate
ond indolent, the post office had o
difficult task to put the postal system
on o proper footing. ©ut of sheer
exosperdtion  Mr. W. Tavlar, Post-
master General submitted o nota on
alst May, 1850, enumerating various
difficulties that come in the way of the
smooth working of the Post Office,
The note makes on interesting reod-

ing.

Mr.  Taylor grophically described,
"The great chetacles to efectual dali-
very in Caoletfto ore these: First —
the distonce of the houses from each
other and the peculiar hobits under
which the resident is inoccessible, save
through o phaldux of servants. A letter
is delivered to an Indoleht dorwan,
who prabably sits and smokes aver it
far five minutes, then hands it to o
bearer or chaprosl, who tronsfars. it
o another, who gives il ta the sirdar,
who et his lelsure takes It to  his
master, dnd ofter this concotenation
of transfers like the letter from Front-
be-bosuf in Locklsey's camp, the sir-

dor  cendescends
postage.

| have done my best tg countergg
these difficulties by providing  th
peons with bells, entreating the pPubliy
by odvertisement not to delay the
and prohibiting the pecns from deiiver,
ing the letters without poyment,
vain. The peons were so ridiculed ang
bullied about their bells, thot thed
becarme ashamed to ring them. It Lhey
expostulate or refuse delivery, thay
get cuffed or abused, Durwaons won

¢  produce

drop. their noture or thair hahits, The
community will not stir o finger in
ca-operation. 1

I was once living in a lodging housg
for some days and =ow o RPEon SuUm
moned 10 tha top of the house by &
gentierion, ond  then and thers
cabined, cribbed and confined for ten
minules at the least. ]

The peons themselves are idie and
apethetic fram their cradle: dishonesty
i their second noture, 1

The peons cannot reod English. Thas
iystarious jugglery by which, in the
midst of tumult, confusion and. noigs |
a tircle of peons, seated cross legged
on the ground, receive the letters frome
o hoarse clerk who bowls out thet
names in barbarous mis-pronaunciotion.
at the moment he throws down thet
latter before esch man in the clrela —§
the cobafistic signs by  which thaf
peons mark eoch letter at the moment
with some  hieroglyphic stroke, 10§
designate the English nome — thesed
stronge  procesdings, impossible 1o
describe and only lo be gppreciated
by ocular inspection, will serve to
show the monstrous difficulties under
which the system of delivery Is con-)
ducted; and | feal sure that any rea-
sonable man witnessing the process, |
though suffaring  himself fram the
mast rritating case of “mis-delivery"
conceivable, would with this scane
before his oyes, nonfess (hat the mer-
vel 15, how the thousands aof letters
that are doily deliverad with acouracy
aond  punctuality, can possibly  reach
their gddresses. | beg to make ft o
particular request that the Commigsio-
ner mady withess the process of open-§
ing and distributing the Steamer Mails §
from Beginning to ond, ie, if he can
sustain the trigl”




Indian Military Censorship

During the Great World War

1. As In other fields of knowledge,
“Learning never ends” in Philately. |
thought that | knew a few things about
Indion FPOs and the mails passing
through them. Some philaotelic collea-
gues even dubbed me as an "expert”
in this line. The inodequacles of my
knowladge were brought home to me
wheh 1 met other "experts" who did
not know all that | knew but knew
cartain other things which | did not
know, Recently when on American col-
lector of Indian Military Censor Marks,
Lt: Col. Leroy P. Ades of U.S.A. saw my
work on Army Post Ofices and Bhila-
tely, he wrote (o ask for information on
lthe LEFF. "D" censor marks of World
War I. What on earth were these marks
of which he hod collected more than
sty somples of wide variety? | had
of course written oan introductory
grticle on the army censor marks and
I had a full knowledge of the working
ot Indian ormy censorship durlng and
ofter Waorld War Il but was rather hazy
about how military censorship began
n the Indian Army and what were ils
organisation. procedures and tools in
the First World War, | could give little
help to Col Ades but his query helped
1o focus my attention on the fascinat-
g Subject of military censership as
it atfected Indion APOD mails ond It
added a new dimension fo my study
of Indian Postal History. The first thing
| tried to do was to find out if thers
Wos any beok on this subject which
could give me the basic Information
on which | could build with further
Knowledge and research. My know-
ledgeable friends told me that there
Were no such work but adds and ends
Wera avalloble in Postal History jour-
nals, news letters of specialised socie-
ties and the collections of their mem-
Bars,  Unfortunately philatelic friends,
Hbraries and collections in Delhi could
five little help, So for the last one

By Brig, D. § Virk

yeor | hove just kept my mind and
eyes open o absorb whatever infor-
motion and impressions hove come
my. way with the ultimgte aim of
writing the censorship story for myself
and my friends. Apart from the glean-
ings from some books, magozines,
hewslstters ond auction lists, | have
hod the benefit of studying volugble
World War | moterial lent to me by
my friends ond colleogues, Jatio and
Fittie. | am mentioning their names
because if other |ndian eollectors
followed thair generous example, thay
would help te fill the gaps in our
knewledge of this subjest.

2. There ls no mention of military
censorship in ony of the compaigns
waged by the Indion Army befare The
Great War of 1914, The seeds of mili-
tary censorship were probably sown
in the Bogr Wor of 18989-1902 which
Graat Britaln fought in South Africa
aguinst the Transval Republic and the
Oronge Free State.  Whather or not
censorship was imposed on the troops,
mail during that War | do not kriow,
but it is certain that the mail of Boer
Internees and Prisonsrs of war wos
censored and marked.  (See Figures
1&2). It may be mentioned in poss-
ing that ne regular unit of the Indian
Army or any Indion Field Past Office
taak part in the Boer War though some
British voluntears and many  Indian
followers were sent from India to rein-
force the British Forces. Some of the
Boer Prisoners of Wor wara held in o
camp at Ahmednogar ond their mail
wos censored. (Figlre 3).

3. Sopon ofter the outbreak of the
Great War, Indion Expeditionary Forees
wera sent to Fronce ("A''), Eost Africa
("B" & "C"), Mesopotamia — present
day Iraq ("D} and Egypt ("E™ & "F”).
In the main Lhedtre of operations In



France, British military censorship was
already wall organised betore the first
Indian forces reached there at the end
of September 1814. Eoch item of
troaps, mail posted ot an army post
office wos required to bear o censor
mark in teken of hoving been cen-
sored. To begin with. numbered circu-
far slamps ware issued to each unit.
The eirculor stamp was withdrown and
replocad by a square one In December
1974, Thereafter there ware periodical
replocements by newer stamps of
difforent designs. The onas which |
hove seen 8o for are lllustrated  In
Figures 4 to 10. On their arrival in
France, the Indion unlts came under
British militory censorship and were
issued with the numbered censorship

stamps  current fromr time to time.
Lt l. Pilkington, Director, Fostal
Services of LEF., "A" mentioned in

his report that the firat thing that he
did on disemborkotion ot Maorseilles
waos to see “the Divislongl Cansor
Cfflcer, who upto the present has been
looking after the field postol arrange-
ments." It geems that the British
censos stomps weare withdrown from
the Indicn Units when they left France
ds In other theolres of Woar they
usually hod o sesporote serles  under
the contral of G.HQ., Indio,

4. In so for os the Indion Forces
in Egypt wera concerned, the kKnown
censorsnip story may best be given in
the werds of Lt Col 5. C. Siaclair,
Diractor of (Indlan) Postal Services,
Egyptlon Expeditionary Force:

"Officers of the Indion Flald Post
Offices censored letters posted in tha
field during 1914-15. Owing to ths
gradudl increase In the bulk of corres-
pondence, the Indian Field Post Office
could not undertoke this work ony
longer. It wos arronged that Censor's
stamp should be issued to the Officer
Commanding eoch unit who wos then
responsible for the censciship of the
mails of his men, Printed Field Service
Post Cards did not of course fall
within the scope of censorship and
these weie supplementad later by tha
issue of green fiald service envelopes,

contents of which though ordinarily
immune from scruting were lioble (g
ba exomined at ony time. Frequently
a ceftoin percentage of all censored
correspondence  was  withheld and
possed to ‘specially oppointed Cen-
gors’ for re-exominotion. On two or
three occaosions General Heodguarters
ordared aoll mails posted in the fisld
to be detoined so thot no information
couid filter through to the outside
world until the critical period hod
pussed. On the whole, censorship in

the field wos expeditlous ond no
great delgy (o correspondenco  ever
ocourred.”

5. | have some cbservations on

Sinclair's report.  Flald Service Enve-
lope was introduced during the War
but wos redesigned in 1917 and printad
in green, thus acquiring the nome of
Gregn Envelope. The LEF, censor
stamp (Fig. 11 & 13} wos undoubtedly
tha best looking ond best designed
censor stamp of the War. |t is seen
in varlous colours such as red, blue
and block, These colours however
hove no special significance. As In
other theotres of War unit censorship
was loter reinforced by regular cen-
sorship ot the Base, For a Base Cen-
sor mark please see Figure 12,

B. It seems thaot the aarier days of
LE.F. "D" were censorfres. | hova
seen o cover of April 1215 without any
censar imprint.  Whatever the time of
its introduction, the distinctive stamp
dosign (Fig. 14 & 13) beors the name
"D given to the Farce and unlike the
stamps for the forces in France aond
Egypt it has no number, Whether it
wos given to each unit or o Censor
Officers only | do not know. As the
stamp is found with mony varieties in
overall dimensions and the size ond
thickness of the letter "D", It s safa
to say thot it wos manufoctured ot
differant times by different workmen.
Theugh the stamps could have been
got from Indic, | see no reason why
they should not hove been made ot
Basrah itself, where necessary facili-
ties were ovollable. In due course,
texoctly when, | don't know at present)




the “D" stamps were replaced by
qumbered “M* {*M" for Mesopota-
mia) stomps [Fig. 16 & 17).

7. The working of the military cen-
garship ot Basrah in 1816 is described
a5 foliows by Capt. Owens, the Postal
Officer of the original LE.F. “D":

“Tha otiward mails are much sim-
pler 1o deal with although there is a
ot 1o be done in disposing of them.
The destlnations of all orticles odd-
ressed in vernocular have to be trans-
cribed in English, ie, the post town of
dgestination of eoch orticle hos to be
recorded on it in red ink. With nume-
rous Indian regiments here from all
ports of India this is no light task,
gspecially as the work has to be
carried out expeditiously In order thaot
gll lstters posted during the week in
the various post offices gs well oz at
the Bosze may be sorted and censored
in time to be despotched by the out-
%nlmu mall steamer. The office of the

hief Cengsor is in the soma building
os the Post Office, The sorting staff
of the Bose Office separotes the
latters. postcords ond pockets recei-
vad (rom upriver stotions os well as
those posted in Basrah into thres divi-
slens, viz., (1) orticles for the United
Kingdom and foreign countries ond
India oddressed in English, {2) articles
for India oddressed in vernacular and
(3) articles 'OH.M.S. postcards and
letters being ‘faced’ and tied up sepa-
rately in bundles In a convenient size.
These bundles are transferred through
separote shoots into the Chief Cen-
S0r's Office, where they are dealt with
by o staff of officers and Indian sol-
diers controlled by Major Bransen,
the Chief Censor. As each bundle of
letters and postcards is censored, it
is retied and transferred to the sorters
who deal only with the outward mails.

852 men work In o portion of the
foom occupied by the Censor. Thay
?im the contents of the bundles into

Irect bogs for Lonhdon, Bombay,

arachi ond the Karachi-Bomboy Sea

Ost Office and for various important
Yentres in Indic. As soon as a bag Is
feady it is seoled, its lobel stamped

H

by the Censor and then it Is trans-
farred to the mail department. Articles
of the parcel and registered mail have
to bear an impression of the Censor's
stamp before they can be booked by
the Post Office and the registered and
parcel bags to be closed in the Cen-
sor's presence.  MNominally only those
articles which are in the Bose Office
by Thursday night are supposed to be
dealt with’ by the Censor, but os a
matter of fact, thanks to the efficient
arrangements made by Major Branson,
all articles received in the Bose Office
upto within o few hours of the Lim2
fixed for the closing of the outward
mails are censored ond included in
the weekly despatch, Considering the
maoss of mail matter that has to be
dealt with each week aond censored
most corefully, the results are more
than satisfoctary and reflect credita-
bly on the co-operation between the
two deportments.”

8. In World War |, Aden was only
a =maoll side-show. Its Field Force did
not exceed ths strength of a large
Brigode Group, but its censor morks
have evoked much [nterest and study
by recson of their distinctiveness dand
variety. The other day Mr. Robson
Lowe dsked me If | know the signi-
ficance of the Star of David Censor
mark used in Aden |Fig. 18). My guess
was that it was the hondiwork of
exuberant Censcr Oificer procioiming
his ancient Hebrew connecfion. The
other Aden marks (Figuras 12 ta 22)
gre almost equally distinetive. Tha
report of the Postal Officer, Aden Field
Force, Captain Sulllvan, does hot
mention the names of the Postal Csn-
sor though he does say that “the
Postal Censor and his stafl were pro-
vided with office dccommaodation in
the Aden Head Offlce resulting in the
expeditious digposal of mails. The
Postal Censcor upto July 1918 had no
{sorting) staff and the work was done
by the civil post office staff, cousing
much extra work." it is possible that
some of the gbove mentioned censor
marks were used on the civil mail and
the aothers an the troops mall. | expect
ta learn a little more on Aden censor-



ship from some knowledgeable Indian
oollector lika Mr, V. 5, Dastur,

8. Thera is no mention of military
censorship in the postal reporls par-
tgining to East Afrlca (LEF. "B &
"G and South Persia.  There moy be
something in  Pennicuick’s pomphlet
on Eost Africa but | cannct loy hands
on It at the moment. The collectars
however do mention that some British
censor marks were used in Eost
Africa, Some South Parsion covers
carry the straight forword two  lins
marks a5 in Flaure 23.

10. Coming nearer home we |ook
first at the Western Frontier, Mail
coming to ond from Eost Persiac wos
censored ot Quettn. The censor
mark 15 an eval shoped stamp
with the. British Royal Arms  (Fig,
24). On the outbreak of the Third
Afghon War in May 1913, a regular
Censor's Office wos opened ot Quatio
to deol with the mail maotter possing
to ond from Baluchistan.  The Postal
Censor Officer, Capioin Scovell, gove
clese co-operation and full assistance
to the field postal staff and the mails
were not unduly deloyed, '"The Postal
Cenaor's Office wos closed on the
28th' August bul the censorship of
letters from Perzio still continlied, os
was being done previous to the Afghan
Wor*' 1 have os vet no details of
the censarship arrangemants an the
Morth Western Front where o large
portion of the Indian Field Army wos
deployed ogainst Afghoniston, Tha
collectors hove however exhibited
covers with numbered censor marks
0s shown In Figure 25 An aftermath
of the Afghon War and In o sense its
continuotion weare the operations of
the Woziristan Force during 1319 and
1920. As the Graot Wor was over and
ng foreign country wos invoived in
these operations “no  censorship of
letters wos estoblished for the Force
and this saved he senders ond odd-
ressees o lol of worry and inconve-

fnience,  Qutgoing parcels. were by
ever censored to prevent Governms
clothing issued extra for the winy
being sent out of the Forcs. This cg
sorship, though not reguloted, proy
bheneficicl to the Government. ™

11.  That brings me to the operg
of censorship In Indio itself, My kngy
ledge of these operations iz bose
anly on the sevidence of covers
seems that the molls going out to
frecps overseas or on the frontiag
ware nat subjectod 1o censorship
the moil coming In from them wq
opened, censored and closed Wit
lobais, smulr or large, having the
inseription.  “"Cpened  Under Martig
Law" (Fig 33). Foreign mail receivea
in India through clvil postal channell
were cleored at or near the offices g
exchinge such os Bomboy, Madrag
and Balgoum and stomped with censof
marks and closed with lobels such os
those shown in Figures 26 1o 33

12, Moy | repeat in the end that
seek ond welcome the co-operation
and ossistonce of Indian collectors!
and dedlers in complating this  study)
af military censorship.  |deally, | would
like to see their collections or photos
stot copies thereof.  In coses where!
distunce and security rule that out,
I would like to hove the following!
jnfarmation in respact of egeh one of
their WW | Covears

() Post office of posting,
(o} Dete of posting,
{o] Address and superscriptions,

i) Stomped or manuscript censor-
ship morks ond lobals,

(g Nome ond unil of the sender
it kncwn) and

(f) Pasirmarks of transit or deli-
very.
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India’s Rol_r;_ in Malaysian Philately

The territory now known as Maolaysia
and the Republic of Singopore was
the venue where the Portuguese and
the Dutch established their trading
ganlres.

coptain Francis Light employed by
g Madros: firm of merchants ds o
commandant of o ship trading betwesn
Indion Ports and Siom, Sumatra ond
State of Kedoh conceived the idsa of
parsunding the Eost indlo Company in
Grent Britain in view of their success-
ful estoblishment of Troding centres in
indin 05 a coveted place for the fur-
thar cctivities of trode in the Far Eost
and with China then being o flourish-
ing trade with all parts of the world.
He after on unsuccassful ottempt with
tha Sultonote of Kedaoh about the year
1771 to establish o trading settlement
with considerable perseverance and
potience and with a view to impress
upcn the Directors of the East Indio
Company to establish such o settle-
ment in the For East approached the
Horowurable Mr. Warren Hostings, the
first Governor-General of India and
finally succeeded in obtaining from the
Sultan of Kedah the gront of the
island of Penang (Pilau Pindang) which
Wwas o jungle.

Coptain Francis Light whe became
the Superintendent of the Islond oave
free lond to the few of the Islond
pecple with o view to cleor the- jungle.
making it fit for residence and ogri-
culture ond production of food crops
ond essentiol commoditias, Tha Settle-
ment improved considerably with tha
Tesult more ships soiled to this Port
M the matter of the expansion of trade
with Ching. This resulted in the terri-
lory being nomed as "Prince Edward
Island"’. Trouble again having started
Ol the instance of the Sultan of Kedah
which Captain Light was able to quell,
got from the Sulton of Kedah a grant

land for payment of 6,000 Dollars

By V. N. 5. Rau

and later increased to 10,000 Dollars,
The territory wos ultimately ceded to
Britain.

The administration of Penang (Pilau
Pinong) was roised o an aqual status
with that of the Presidency of Modras
and Bombay and in or obout the yeor
1830 wos put in charge of o Lieute-
nant Govaernor, subordinote to the
Government of Bengal. Singapore a
fishing villoge under the Princes of
Johore wos the sublect matter of o
aront to Sir Stamford Rofflas who
founded the Setltlement after g treaty
with the Sulten and later ccquired the
ploce for- the East [ndig Company,
The Settlement ot  Penang ond
Malacoo ofter zuccessful ottempts to
oust the Portuguese and Dutch caome
under British Rule in 1824 and later
all the Settlements merged in Maolaya
and in 1867 was transferred from the
India Office to the Colonial Offlce
which loter become o Crown Colony
af the "Straits Settlements".

The corrigge of mail inside ond out-
side the then Maloyon Stotes abrood
ond Indio and vice versa wos meagre
ond the beginning of the 19th Century
sow the establishment and usoge for
the transmission of mail by the use of
concellotions  dencting  prepoyment
for such service ond currently under-
stood os the HAND-STRUCK Stamps
dapicting place of despatch ond arrival
ond carried by the vessels plying bet-
ween Moloya ond the other parts of
the World. The method of pre-stamp-
ing of mail by such post marks with-
out gdhesives which caome loter, was
the type adopted in India under whose
soversignty these Settlemants collec-
tivaly functioned following the provi-
slons of the rules of the Post ice
Act 1833-38 extracted till the establish-
ment of the entire settlements coma
1o be known as “Strofts Settlements”
for stamping letters,



Tha Stamp for all Service, Sal.
diers® and other free letters or
pockeis Is an oval, one and o
haolf inches long by 1 inch wide,
bearing the nome of the offico
ond tha word “Free” and must
be stamped red.

The Stomp for oll letters or
pockets on which postage has
been paid, is an oblong, ona and
a half inches long by one inch
wide, bearing the ‘nome of tho
office and tha word “Pold”, and
must be stamped red,

The stamp for oll letters or
packets, on which postage haos
not been paid in advance, Is an
obleng, cne and o half inch lang
by one inch wide, bedaring the
name af the office and the ward
“Baoring”, and must be stamped
black,

All Service, Soldiers, or other
free letters and pockets received
from Ssoward ot ony General
Post Office are to be stamped
with the ship letter Free stamp.
This stamp is circular, one and
d guarter inch n diomeater, hear:
ing the nome of the General
Fost Office, the dafe of the
month ond yvedr, and the words
“Ship Letter, Free', and must be
stamped in red.

All  other lettars or packets
recalved from Seoword ot any
General Fost Olffice are to ba
stomped i received by Ship with
the Ship Letter bearing Stamp
and if by a Government Steamer
with the Steam Letler Bearing
Stamp. The former is o sguore
stamp, ohe and a quarter inch
in diameter, bearing the nome of
the Genaral Post Office, the
date of the month and vear, and
the words “Ship Letter, Bear-
Ing", the lotter is an octagonal

stamp of similar dimensions, but
"Steam Letter,

with the words
Bearing”, Both these stamps
must be stamped black,

8. Letters, popers and parcely
required to be transmitted to
Forelgn Countries via Great Bl
tain or lreland must be odd.
ressed to the care of an Agent
or othar person In the United
Kingdom, by whom the foreign
postage demondoble at  tha
Landon General or other Post
Office moy ba paid. That post:
oge connot be received In this
Country, ond unless it be poid
through an Agent as above des-
cribed, the letters are liohle to
be returned ta India.

The firat odhesives were brought out
in 1854 by the East India Company
and manufoctured under the Litho-
araph  process ot the office of tha
Surveyor-General, Coloutta  in the
denominations of %, 1, 2 and 4 Annas.
These stomps (Imperforote) were dis-
tributed to Post Offlces throughout
India and Post Offices at Singopore,
Penong ond Malacca as they wers
under the contral of the Government
of India ond subordinate to the Post-
Master General, Bengal, India.

Thus the Indlo issues of 1854 oz
aforesald begon to be utitised towards
pre-payment for postal services for
cortiaoa of maill between Stroits Set-
tlements and the rest of the World ond
they bore cancellations gs wns preva-
lent in Indioc by the imposing of o
diormond of dots 8 x 8 to 11 % 12 gnd
dlso the use of the caoncellotion of
hollow dots. Another type of cancella-
tion that wos usad was similar to the
one used in Bengal, India (Spider Web
Cancellation) consisting of faur lina
octogon enclesing o lorge letter 'B°
fover o number denoting the Post
Office from which it emanated) (vide
Fig. 11, The numbers so allotted wera
of the figures 109, 147 ond 172
Malacea, Penang and Singapore res-
pectively. Similor design wds anain
Issued in 1852 with the concellation of
a plain *1° of tha first numeral and the
one pumeral with a sloping serif at the
top and o thin serif ot the bottam with
‘odditional lines. Yet another duplex
type as waos prevalent in Indio was




adopted with fleurons and a diamond
of ten frame lines ascending from left
to right enclosing the office number,
"~ Later the “East India” Issues of
1865 with similar types 'nf cancella-
tions as was in vogue with the Litho-
='grﬂ|3h stamps of India were adopted
during its currency.

On the transfer of 'Straits Settle-
ments” on st April 1867 from the
government of India to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies the postage
stamps of India however continued to
pe used. On 1st September 1867, the
East India Stamps overprinted with d
crown on the top with new values in
cents was adopted (vide Fig. 2) as a
pre-trial issue before the commence-
ment of regular issue authorised by
the Colonial Office and issued through

the Crown Agents, Permanent issue
of postage stamps was issued about
the end of December 1867 or begin-
ning of 1868 and the stocks remaining
of the over-printed East India stamps
as aforesaid with the Crown were being
utilised for trial purposes giving rise
to a new role that philately had to
play exclusively without the Indian
Stamps by reason of the transfer from
the Government of India aforesaid to
cater lo the needs of the new terri-
tory having an independent status by
the issue of new series of stamps for
pre-payment for carriage of mail inter-
nally and abroad.

Lastly, 1 must express my gratitude
to Dr. F. E. Wood, F.R.P.S.L. and Mr.
C. S. Taylor.



Fig 1

Type of cancellations used

Fig. 2

East India stamps overprinted with a crown on the top with new
values in cents as a pre-trial issue



Madras GPO—
| é I_liiUE_eer in Post

Madros GPO is one of thras unigue
offices in the country to be called as
Presidency office, the other two being
Bombay and Caolcutta. If was opened
on 1-6-1786 in @ building on the beach
in Fort St George Square. The first
Postmaster General wos Mr. A M.
Compbell. On opening, the staff con-
sisted of PMG, Dy. PMG. one writer
(native ossistant) five sorters (clerks),
one head peon and ten peons (Post-
menj, for distributing letters. A Deputy
Postmaster wos appointed ot Masuli-
patinam,  Ganjom,  Tanjore  and
Angenge.  The GPO was open from
10 a.m, to 1 p.m, for delivery of letters
and & p.m. to 8 pm, for despatching
of letters. There was only cne defi-
very at 10 a.m. As per notification in
Fort St. George Gozette dated
20-9-1837 GPQ wos shifted to g builg-
ing in Fort St. George on 1-10-1837
commonly called as Old Bank near the
North Gate. n 1856 it was moved to
the premises in Gearge Town known
us Garden House next to Genergl
Market. The GPQ was shifted to the
present building on 28-4-1884. The
site of the GPO building was actually
a site of oclual warfare and it was
called "ABERCHROMBIE BATTERY",
The Madras Chamber of Commerce
Oppears to have plaved a prominent
role in getting scnction for the new
building and Rs. 2 lakhs were allottad
in_1868 for the construction of the
GPO buildings. But the project was
defayed due to various rensons and
the building wos completed In 1884
only. The construction work was
entrusted to Mr. R. F. Choshalm, Con.
sulting Architect, the Government of
Madras,

In 1874 during the Governorship of
Lord Hobart, the first sod was turned
for the foundation of the bullding. The
building was complsted at the cost of
F 60,000 {about & to 8 lakhs of Rupees)
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al Service in South India

by M, M. Inamdar

and it houses both Madras GPO and
CTO. The floor area is about 50,000
59. fl. and ils twin towers now obsent
were two feet higher thon the then
llight house,

Madras GPO was from the beginning

Q0 pioneer In providing better postal
facilities to the public. The postage
rates in  Maodras Presidency weare

chedaper than at Calcutta and Bombay
Presidency. In the beginning the rates
wera two annos for 100 miles far o
weight of 2% talos’ in Bombay and
Calcutta, whereas it was ane Fanam,
ig, (0-1-3) in Modros. Madras GPO
was the first to introduce overlond
route (6 Bombay through Ongole and
at that time it took 20 to 25 days for
the journey from Madras to Bombay.
Then in 1780 o weekly servica io
Bombay from Calcutto and Moedros
wos intreduced vio Masulipatnam as
a transiting office. It took 17 doys for
o letter to reach Madras from Bambay
and 26 days frem Bembay to Calcutta,
Before the overlond route wos intra-
duced the mails for Bombaoy were
being sent by Angenge and from there
by o steamer to Bombay.

In 1840 the PMG Madras struck
upon a novel ideo of announcing the
arrival of postman in a locality so os
lo provide prompt delivery. As per
notification doted 9-7-1840 the post-
men were fo be supplied with hand-
bells "which ora designed to be rung
in the strests with the view of afford.
ing speedy dnnouncement of the arrival
and fo obviote detention of the dali-
varies at the doors of the houses.”
The public were also informed and
requested "that any person observing
the Deliverers failing ta ring their beils,
intimotion of the same be given to
PMG in order that the conduct of such
dellvering peons, be enquired into and
if necessary punishment [nflicted,”




WAgdras GPO was tirst to introduce

: delivery of  letters in 1850
a wos o bool controct to bring
from steamer to harbour. The
pactor  was  reguired to provide
tindel, 12 rowers and one watch
gs per tender called for vide Fort
porye Gozette dated 16-5-1851.
& molls were corried from the har:
r to GPO in bullock carts  with
coolies occompanied by o postal
iclal who wos S0 sincere thot he
wos following the cort shouting with
paised nands to prompt the cartmon
grive speedily. Then anather inno-
jon wos  introduced by PMG  in
ghe for intimating the arrival of the
eamer from Caoloutto.  Hitherto gun
wera firad to announce the
affvill ot the steamer. BuUl os the
fown developed some people at farthar
" eno wers not oble to hear the sound
~al the gun and so it wos decided that
fed fiogs should be hoisted on GPQ
and-oll town post offices to indicate
Cthe orrival of the steamer.,

_in 1834 the working hours of the
GPO wos changed as from 11 am. to
B pm. and for letters posted from
B pm ond B-45 p.m. late fes of one
Rupes was charged. There were two
dellveries ot &8 am. and 4 pm. In
1854, there were 3 deliveries ot 7 am.,
1 am. and at 3 p.m.

As par notice in Fort St George
Gozette doted 25-3-1834, subsidiary
Post Offices were opened ot Mepery
#nd Royopettah and they were locoted
ot Mo, 18, Hunter Strest and at Mou-
Brays Soulah Street, in the High Road
leading from Club House to Moubroy’s
garden odjoining bayar No. 53 Roya-
Betio respectively. By 1850 there were

receiving houses or town post
offices, Viz,, Royapetto, Vepery, Block-
fown, Triplicone ond St. Thome.

. In 1856 Madras GPO was bigger
than Bombay GPO as there were 82
glerks in Madras GPO whereas there
Wale 45 clerks in Bomboy GPO.

_In 1855, the PMG issued o notice
Solling for 160 harses for hire for
Bonveyance of mails between Madrds

and Ellgre: For edach horse was paid
Rs. 18 per month as hire and Re 1
bonus for evenr s mile speed above
G2 miles in an hour. In order o pro-
vide service stables for PO it was
decided with the consent of Military
Department o utilise for the purpose
Miltary Commissioriot Mule Lines
on the beoch and to provide stabling
alsewhera of the cost of the PO for
the Commissariat department. These
atables were constructed when the
naw GPO building wos completed in
1884, os per the report of PWD Deport-
ment for 1885-86.

The first |letter box in Modras town
woas  ploced at  Tannah (Moubroys
Road) odjoining of Sir Willioms Bustan
rasidence on 2B-9-1855 and it wos kept
apen anly from 7 o.m. to 4 pam,

A pillar letter box wos planted an
8-6-1870 ot the police station o mile
bayond Cottewdlk ond near the resi-
dence of Eurcpeans ond Eost Indions
at Ennore.

By April 1870 malls for Bomboy by
overland Express troin were  being
closed on  every Wadnesdaoy eorly
morning. The last clearonce of the
letter box was ot 4-15 am. and upto
5 a.m, with late fee of 0-2-0. At the
Rollwogy Terminals at Royapurom a
clerk wos posted fo receive late fee
lettars from 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. with laote
fae of 0-4-0. The [ournay time from
wModros to Bomboy was 3 doys ond
B hours.

Modios GPO formed the nuclaus
from the beginning for the develop-
ment of Postal facilities for the whole
of South Indio. At thot time the
Modros circle inciuded the present
Tamii Modu circle, Andhra  circle,
Kernlo circle ond Kornotaka  circle
excepl four districts of Bomboy HKar-
nataka. On introduction of Postoge
stamps in- 1854, the number of post
offices increozed from obout 130 in
1850 to cbout 490 in 1873, Thersotar
there wus phenomenal development of
postal services and Madrag  clrele
became one of the biggest circles in
india. '



Endorsements—

One of the Many Facets of Philately

Last year in India-80 | had an
opportunity to exhibit a few of tha
Endorsements under the titla "Over-
prints, Surcharges and Endorsements.”
Though Overprints  and Surcharges
are widely known, Endorsements are
comparatively little known ond rather
Uncommaon.

Overprints, Surcharges and Endor-
sements come. undef one agroup as
they are printed anly as on addition
lo the' existing stomp. Whila Over-
prints and Surcharges ore added to
the existing deslgn, Endorsements are
printed on the reverse or the back of
the stamp. Printing at the back was
described os an underprint in the early
days. But Ioter, when logically
thought over, as they were not actu.
ally printed under or bensath the
design on the front of the stomp, but
printed only on the reverse or back
of the stamp they have been termed
a5 “Endorsements”,

These endorsements are not a requ-
lar: feature of all the stamp [SEu?ﬂg
countries of the world. In fact only a
handful of them hove subscribed to
this idea, during these 141 years of
stamp  Issuing. Presumaobly most of
the postal authorities all over the world
do not consider this feoturs os an
useful or effective or a lang lasting
medium,

However, the main purposes behind
the printing of such endorsements
Were to provide a description of tha
deslgn, to advertiza, to propoagate or
to furnish information to people, to
give protection to the users (firms) and
to substitute or provide o pseuds
wotarmerk,

By M, T. Karunakar

_Nicaragua, Portugal, MNew Zealan
Great Britain, United States of Arng:
rica, Mouritivs, Fiume {Italy), Tasmg
hig, Sweden, Spaoin, Greece, india qn
Brozil were tha few countries that hiy
subscribed to this idea to some extant

Among these countries Micarogu
hos issued o series of Endorsement
The basic stomp was not o postal
Issue.  Stamps of the Roilway Com
pany's  Administration were f
surcharged for fiseal purposes. Thess
fiscal stamps were then endorsed with
the word ‘Correos’ and the date, toge-|
ther with the face value of the postal
rate., These stamps hod to Be endor-
sed probably for the simple reascn
that the fiscol surchorges were already
printed on the face of the stamp and
a second overprinting an the front
would create confusion. After an inter-
val of several years during 1976 Nicg-
ragua Issued o set of stamps on the
theme “Stomp on Stomps”, The endor-
sements on these stomps corried tha
porticulars of the fomous clossic
stamp depicted In the deslgn. As the
endorsements are printed aver the
gure, care should be taken to keep the
gum intoct as any washing or distur-
bance of the gum would dastroy or
spoil the endorsement printed over it

Portugal issued in 1895 g sat of 5
stamps marking the 700th anniversary
of the birth of St. Antony of Padua,
Patron Saint, deplcting the various
events of his life. Eoch of thess
stamps wos printed with a prayer In
Latin on the reverse. In recent times
on o number of occasions, Fortugal
has Issued stamps with endorsements.
During 1968, a set of 7 stamps [S.G,
1346.52) were issued in connection
with LABRAPEX 1969 STAMP EXHIBI-
TION IN MADEIRA — PEARL of Atlan-




. Then followed two more [ssues
“on 1868 and 1970 with endorse-
iz, All these stomps, have trilingual
“muguese, French and English) cap-
ieng printed on the back,

" Fiume, under Allied Oecupation  In
from 17 Novembar 1818 to 12

on 18th May 1918 commemo-
ng the 200th day of peace, These
mps ware sold ot a pramium over
: gbove the Postal value In oid of
siudentz of Fiume, prosecating their
- gtudies in italy. All these stamps ware
endorsed fointly in block with the
" words "POSTA DE FIUME" three times

parallel lines, which possibly served
05 pseudo watermark.

During 1883, New Zeolond issued
game of its 1882 definitives with com-
merciol advartisement printed on the
‘nack, They are known on S.G. Nos.
195/700, 2010, 203, 205, 206q0, 207b,
21Bb/g ond 2161/ [most), 218/20 and
224bs 2260 [most). "Beecham's pill for
nemvous s’ “Laottey, Livermore and
o, Ltd., Wellington, Ask for their pure
indion «and Ceylon Teas' ; "usa Koi-
fongato cool cheopest and cleanest”
were o few of the aodvaertisements, that
were' printed on the bock In reddish
miGuve ink.

Graat Britoin olso hos o few endor-
sements to its credit. The 1887-1852
Jubilee issug Yad vermilion stamp with
"PEARS SOAP" printed on the bock
over the gum, though not officiolly
recognised, hos been sought for by
philatelists ond hence goined o pre-
mium in volue. Bafore the Introduc-
tion of Postal Orders smaoll payments
Wers made In postage stamps: which
could be coshed at the post offices.
Such arrangements ot times resuited
in thefl and to prevent it, some of the
main commersial users requested the
Post office to print certaln markings
on the bock of the stamps before
I85Uing to them. This official protec-
lon wos accorded to five organisa-
tons only. They are J & C Boyd &
D, Friday 8% Copestake, Moore,
Crompton & Co, London; W. H, Smith

W ber 1919 had issued a set of
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& Son; Great Eostarn Railway and
Oxford Union Society.

The staomps of Tasmania, on island
south of Australia, now one of the
Stotes. of the Australion Common-
wedlth, Issued in 1899, also ore known
with advertisaments printed on the
back,

Hungary issued in 1925 o set of 8
stamps  depicting  sparting  scenas,
These stompes were sold at a premium
aof 100% in oid of Sport Associctions.
An inscription to this effect appears
on the bock of soch stamp.

The 1852 reprints of MNetherlonds
stomps ore found with the word
"NADRUK" printed ot the back and
the impression is blurred.

During 1915 Russia Issued currency
stomps depicting the deslgns of its
earlier Issues, ‘Tercentenory of Roma-
nov  dynasty” printed en card with
inseription on the bock. The inscription
reads “Having circulotion on o par
with silver subsidiary ceoins.” Again
the stamps with the same designs
issued in 1917 carried the inscription
“copper mongy” In ploce of “silver
subsidiary coing'’. Though they ware
neither intended nor guthorised for
postal purposes lhey wers: occasio-
nolly used on mail.

These stamp of Son Marine com-
memorating the dalivery of the Flag
of tha Arob to Son Marine (5.G. 92)
wos inscribed on the bock with tha
name of the designer, eto.

Lately the United States of America
also hos |eined the fiald, whan it
izgyed a seat of 10 commemaorativa
stamps oh "Postol Sorvice Employees’
during 1973, Beneath the gum on the
reverse of soch stomp particulors
of Postal turnover such os the number
of stomps sold yearly by the WS, Past
Offices, the number of letters and pac-
kooges hondled yearly by the Postal
Employees and the total weight, the
coveroge of distonces done by the
postal employees on each delivery day
to deliver the mail, ete., and with the



caption 'People serving you' as the
bottom line, were printed in emerold
colour. While these sndorsaments fur-
nished Infermation to the public they
also served os propaganda  for the
postal service.

Mauritius issued o set of stomps
[5G 427/30) on Tourism, on  the
reverse of which was printed over the
gum the detoils of tourist attraction,

A posthorn design in blue colour
wds printed on the reverse of stam
of Sweden on the issues of 18886-91
[SG 28 to 38) just before |tz stamps,
began to be issued with water marlk.

Some of the 1841-45 definitive issues
of Brazil ore found with thres parallel
green lines vertically on the back. The
stamps were with varied water mark
and the endorsed lines served gs
additional protection.

Some of the |ndian map saeries defi-
nitives were printed with serial num-
bers on the back, before the sheets
were made in strips of 9 each and
posted to form eoils for issye through
stamp vending machine. Snp, 10 np,
20np, 25np and 50 np were the deno-

minations thot were issued in S0
coils. While the coils ware to simpi
the issue of stomps, the MM b
satved tha purpose of nccaunting
the post office.

The contral numbers on the back g
the imperforate stamps of the e,
issues of Greece ond the control FILi
bers in vorious colours en  the bag)
ol vatious definitives of Spain sinos
1875, the letters ‘M.D. on the back
the stamps of Northern Sauthern
ricts of Thurn and Teoxis, which latg;
become port of the Germaon Empirg
the Grophite lined issues of Grag|
Britain, all come under this catego !
of collection,

The 1861-85 issues of Prussio, g
German Stote though they were issue d
roulelted, are olse found impert, but
in this stote the post marked ones o 8:
looked upon as proofs and some of
these which carry inscription at thal
back are essoys.

These Endorsements which are not!
=0 common provide scope for research
and can surely be clossed os anal
among the many fascinating  and.
nbsorbing facets of Philately.
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ately - A Leisure Time Hobby

rhose clive on May 6, 1840 would
ot have dreamt that the issus of the
stamp would be the beginning of
attractive hobby © for millions  of
nle all over the worid! This
JNY BLAGK' bearing the portrait
Cgueen Victorio wos issued for sale
ta long discussions. But soon other
arpmeits Wwerg convinced of the
timoble value of simplifying postal
jces in this way and one after
cther European and overseds coun-
Wrien isaued their first postage stomps.
Jhus by the middle of the 18th
“Century the world already knew many
of the much-sought-ofter  classical
Stamps which still awcken our admi-
ration today becouse of the quality of
r design and printing. It is little
‘wopdar then thaot the first collectors
‘of these “scrops of paper” began 1o
akg their oppearonce although they
g not hecome philatelists in the
anodein  sense of the word, for in
engral they sought to collect o great
anony different stamps, it possible from
- distunt londs, and paid less ottention
| oy uality ond rarity.

L Thus eoch human being hos the
wollector's  wrge, but  collecting  as
EXpreceive of o leisure time occupa-
-5*_!‘2??! is wery varied and depends on
Hge, intglligence, profession,  the
wmount of time avoilable, ond  the
'.?mﬂpcinl position of the collector. In
anciant  times the opporiunities for
Eollecting were much more limited, as
W8 now understand it. STAMPS,
Whose issue is subject to national
Ond internationol ogreements, which
Hppear in evary country of the warld
ind which becouse of their creative
BElHdl form con be smaoll works  of
O, do in foct provide the ideal mate-
_Iriul for a hobby ond so it is haordly
SWiprising that there are more than

million  philotelists in the world

gy. For g long time now we hove
LBosed to regard the stamp collector
95 @ crank flourlshing tweezers and

By G. Madan Mohan Das

o magnifying gloss; on the contrary
stamp collecting Is often considered
as one solution to. the problem of
lgisure time activity. The problem of
how 1o spend time over the long week-
end, of a hobby for the evening hours,
is becoming ol ever increasing impar-
tonce, How con o weary business man
lind reiaxotion, how can retired people
ooquire o new interest in life, how can
we overcome the boredom of a long
but necessary: convalescence with all
it psychological consequences? We
are asked oftener thon ever before
about the possibilities of a hobby, It
cannot be denied that one of the finest
hobbies s PHILATELY, ang it is the
purpose of this article 1o owoken an
undarstanding far it, The beginnings of
o philctelist are no doubt to be found in
yauth, when mare or less all boys, and
girls 100, collect stomps. Mest of them
dive up between the oges of 15 and 20
for all kinds of undearstandoble reasons
but those who continue or go bock to
stamp collecting moy be colled true
disciples of the hobby. The better the
financicl situation the more maoney can
be spent on o hobby, far every hobby
costs money, With stomp collecting
there iz the Impartant difference thot
it hos not only on ideolistic vaolue but
an undeniobie commercial bockground.
We noed only remember thot the
greotest collection in the world, thot
of Count Ferrori, which was to be
hequeathed after his deoth to the
Germon Post Museum, wos saized In
France in the First World War ond
guctionsd, and the money wos used
as reparations. B orealised millions of
fruncs.  Today, too, among internatio-
nal dealers ot lorge ouctions there is
o turnover of millions in all the ocur-
rencigs of the world; in foct certain
small States live from the revenue
brouwght in by the sale of stamps.
Stamps are Dbecoming stocks and
shares for the man in the sireet, the
prices ore rising, stamps dare used as
Gn investiment, they are becoming the



oblect of money speculations, Stamp
collecting should remain o hobby and
should not deteriorate into a form of
speculation or into @ mania, Eor anly
then will philately continue to be o
cultural and instructive force, a vali-
able help in schoo'work, which helps
us 1o relox ond to maintain o sense of
values, which gives us pleasure after
the day's work is done.

Mow, how does one collect stamps?

Today, only the wealthiest peopla
of this world con collect all the stamps
in the world, for such gensral collec.
tions are completely Impossible
because of the enormous variety of
stamps already in existence and the
lorge number of those which appaar
from day to day. If one considers the
Separate issues in  India right frem
Scinde Dowks, Eost Indig Company
issues, Victoria, Edward, George V),
George VI, Post Independence issues,
one- will redlise how difficult it is to
complete even a  collection covaring
a limited areo as such. All this leads
us to the modern trend in construc.
tive philately, the collecting of sets of
a glven motif. It is no longer neces-
sary lo complete one series or all the
issues of one country, the collaction
Is based on the motif shown on the
stamp. The large number of possible
groups of motifs gives the collector o
free hand to use his own ideas and
his ingenuity. There has been an
gnormous development in this type of
collecting during the past few years.
The keen collector whose interests |is
in this direction continues to find new
inspiration omong the stamps of all
the countries in the world, many of
which have great artistic value, This
Is how we have collections on sub-
jects |ike "FAMOUS MEN OF LEARN-
NG": "SCIENTISTS" : “MUSICIANS™ ;
"PAINTERS”; and wonderful collec-
tlons on “Christiotn Themes”. Tha
Swiss "Pro Juventute Series" provide
collectors of flower motifs with new
additions every yeor, and last yeor's
Olympic Games brought collectars of
sporis motifs many beautiful stamps,
Among these motif collections wa tind

very valuoble ones on historical Sih
jects, which dre really historical dogg
ments os such,

The cotalogues which oppear an 1
ally In every country provides g definiy
price for the purchoss of stamps f o
which o variohls percentage s dedyy
ted. ' The philatslist leara to be tid,
and cureful for anly if they are |
perfect condition do those little SCropn
of poper retain that value which thie
will realise if they should ba sold gf
ony Uma.  In all parts of the world
there ure peonle whose job is
examine stamps ond to protect tha
collectors from finoncial loss and fror
unpleasant surprizes,

=,

iz clossed o3 a collector of classica|
stamps, which means those belonaing
to first issues, upto about 1871, In t g
early years these stamps were cut out
with' scissors from the sheeats, sincal
perforaling machines, os we know!
tham today, were not used until afte
1860, It iz clear that 100 Yeors ago
no postmaster was particularly caref
in cutting out or cancelling the stomps,)
and this meons that classical starmps:
In perfect condition are very rare, [
indeed they are to be found at all. For
who gove o second thought to stamps
o hundred years ago? The possaga
of time which brought with it uphea-
vals, wars, and destruction reduced
many collections to dust and ashes.’
Today the collector of clossical stamps
also looks for the cancellation stamps
of that period and for original |etters.
He tries to find out how many stamps
belonged to one issue and how mung_
were used, he seeks to discover ol
postal routes and traces the bagin-
ning of postal delivery servigs long
before stamps were issued, through
finding lotters with post markings or
handwritten notes. This he calls PRE-
PHILATELY. Collections are generally
placed in spacial albums mads dcoord-
ing to individugl specifications, and
every “connoisseur" will find them g
feast for the eyes.

But there are few people who would
not like to have a chance to ses o



by o red SCINDE DAWK, o blus
red Mouritius, o “Basie Dove®, a
8 of Good Hope “triongle”, stamps
3 mean something even to the
lniioted layman. The attroction
S ba the intoxicating Idea — often
gxoggertted — of the enor-
volue of such rore collection
, or It may be the attractive

aottoched fo these stamps.
of the charm of the classical
ns con De expressed in o well-
n sentence: “Those who sug-
to the oura surrounding old
jeal stamps will always be true
them.” But there is nothing patho-
gl about this succumbing and it
id not be token too seriously.

‘The ropid development in aviation
gm air-maoil services with Zeppeling
ino the oercplanes to modern rocket

post is recorded in large airmail col-
lections. Many special fields of phila-
tely are covered by working pgroups
with membears In evary couniry in the
world, Innumerable clubs in town and
Associgtions in country provide meet-
ino places for collectors who always
tind new friends beyond the frontisrs
of their own countries and across the
geags.  Thus Philately helps pesopls,
particularly yeung people, to know and
understond each other ond is an
!mportant contributory factor to  that
so  deeply-longed-for  international
undersianding. Every year Natlonal
and International  exhibitions  drow
collectors from many nations and from
oll races, and at these exhibitions you,
oo, as a layman can learn to under-
stand stamp collecting and also to
derive pleasure fram it.



Topical Collection—*“A Personal Satisfaction”

Collecting stamps — a  hobby as
such s no more a hobby. Hobby
means an octivity or interest pursued
for pleasure or relaxation ond not as
a main occupation. All that myth
about 'Stamp Collecting’ being “King
of Hobbies" are all of by-gone days,
Today — gs  in every aspect of
life o severe competition has set in
this pleasure field. To pass time one
goes 1o ses a football match, but,
alas | What hopptns? Spectatars divide
themselves ond get carried themselves
along with the game and then un-
pleasant things set in. Stamp collect-
ing i no exception. In the grand-
father's days these were collected to
give one a persongl satisfaction.
Many a friend who goes from country
o country remembered his old friend
ot home and dropped a lettar. Thus
grew the grond-father's collection,

It was mentioned that 'Penny blacks'
issued first, were used for decoraling
the walls of the home. So you find
the first use of o ‘stamp’ — being
used for personal satisfoction,

Mow, what wos started os o hopiy
ar o mera personalised collection,
soun kecame o field of competition.
Thonks to philotelic axhibitions, A
person slowly opens out his collections
13 show to hiz close friends, then to
his club members, small own exhibi-
tions and then tao Stale level exhibi-
tions. Finally one lands in now what
is known as ‘International Exhibition’
As in every fleld 'might is right’. or
money power, philatelic field s no
axception. Eorly stomps were so care-
lessly used or much less preserved,
the few ones which were laft out or
preserved came to be known as
‘Classics’. Well, every stamp collector
however he is devoted to his hobby
cannot possess these stamps, So o
new term sets in known os ‘volue'.
Unly those who have enough money
cauld offord to ploce these stamps in

their collection and could both admip
and enioy, i y

ness’ in the collection reflacts nathi'

The new guestion is — what is
be done.. The onswer was why ne
collect on o theme or topic, Th
requiramant in this field was koo
ledge and o dedication to the subjeg
and not necessarily money. There cirs
many siamps o suit ong's pocket apd
an every theme.,

It is one's genius, ospiration and
ariginality, which produces o thema
This research Is done purely for cne's
own sotisfaction, He may use ony ra W
moterials such os maops, picture post
tord, i.e., other thon stomps to show
his research ond the story behind it

I think o thematist or topicalist has
to do more reseorch thon a ‘Classic
philatelist’ as the former has to read
more books on the selected subject,

After selection of one theme, het
sgts oul his collection on  Album
pages. Now the trouble storts — how
1o arrange the collections. To  him
each dand every piece s an important
link in the chain, But there gre regu-
lotions ond rules and  finally learned
ludges. One has to follow the rules of
the gome rigidly to get the oward:
What is the price one hos to pay to
get these coveted awards — saocrifice
your “persondl satisfoction” and follow
the rules

Recently there were articles obout
a thematic exhibition, How to portici-
pate in it. Whether for a thematic
exhibit it is odvisoble to follow the
rules of F.LP. or leave it to the indi-
vidual tuste. For example in o "ships
on stamps"” display o senior collector
hod used profusely maps, photogra-
phic ond allied material along with
stamps. But F.ILP. Rules do not reco-
gnige draowings and photogrophy, A




atic collection is an Individual's
ot o project the theme or story
“hos to say. It is o research by
sif. The senior collector saya: “The
“oatic collection starts where the
gtelic  collections end. We are
arosted in the ship depicted on the
p. not the method by which the
mp Is printed or perforoted, or the
armark.”

This hos prompled o great contro-
sy and the President of THEMBEL
in Basle hos planned to conduct
exhibition In two categories — one
gorresponding to F.LP. and the other
ona for oll other collections.

| quote Mr. E. W. Argyle, President
of Ship Stamp Society, UK, who has
collected ships on stamps for the last
40 years. (@) It is an individual hobby
that can be followed in spare time or
It can be os group hnbhﬁf. (b} One ean
specialise, collecting anly the type of
ships one likes. (c)] One can go the
whole hog and collect oll ships.

This Is a hobby not an investrment,

My personal view: To collect what
is possible and withln your reach
stamps, books ond others. But do
justice to whot one collects and exhi-
bit the same for the sake of exhibition
and knowledge.



New Facets of Philately

The universal popularity of the
hobby of stamp collacting lies in the
fact thot it hoz no hard and fost rules.
lts- followers hove not only the full
freedom of collecting what they like
but also hove a large and varied scops
for selecting ony porticulor type of
collection to bulld up viz., {1} a general
callection of the whole world's stamps
inow impossible tosk for any one in
view of the extremely large number of
stamps ane hos o get together); (2)
o collection of o single country or a
groug of countries; {3) a collection of
countries by arec or continentalwise
like Asio, Africa, Europe, etc;; (4) o
coflection showing the postal history
of o country; (5] o collection of the
concellotions ond post-morks of 0
country: (8) o colection of a specia-
lised study of single stamp or a porti-
cular  issue or group; (V) subject
mdtter collecting called Topical col-
lecting by the Americans and Themao-
tical by the British followsrs of this
kind of stamp collacting. Twenty-five
years bock, philatelists declined to con-
sider it o branch of philotely. Bul now
it hos been univarsolly recognised os
a part of philately, So much so that
in  the WNational ond International
Stamp Exhibitions lorgest number of
antries are received in this group. [n
the International Stamp Exhibitich —
INDIA-B0 hetd in Mew Delhi in Joanu-
ary 1880 under F.1P. potrondge thers
were 85 entries in this Group.

2. A new branch of philotely came
inta existence in June 1959 when the
Cindrelio Stamp Club was faormed in
USs A The ciub was formed for those
interested In “not in the cotalogue
matarigl” =such as Iocol  postoge
stamps, revenue and fiscals, telegraph
gtamps, Rallwoy and bus  stamps,
bogus or phontom issues, odvertising
lobels, registration |obels, Christmas
and T.B. Seals, forgeries, stomp—like

lobels, stamps prepared but  not
issued, mystery issues and similar
“Cinderallas’.

3. It is indeed heortening to note
thot there |5 todoy greater number of

e

By O, P. Bhatnag,

collactare than ever bafore of CiEE
deralla matarial, Cindaralla philately §
the most interesting field in the oc
ted general fleld of philately. Co
tichs of Fiscals of Indio and Maolg
Stotes were displayed in the INDIA-B
A book "Cinderella Stamps” written
wellknown  Philatelic  writers M
L. M. & M. Williams oppeored in t
market os back as in the year 18
Cinderglla and Revenue stamps we
malor items offered at o Robson Lo
Auction Sole in October 1880,

4. Other item of collection which g
drawing attention of the stamp colleg
tors is "Meter Stamp". In 1903 thy
Franking Mochines come into opergf
tion for the first time. Postal Deparld
ment is encouraging the use of frank
ing machines by the clubs, societies
and firms. At present mster stampg
do not offer much scape to the collecs
tors but with the ropid advances in the
modern technology ond the increased
postal traffic some foscinating maote]
riol of meter stomps is likely to oppedr)
in near future. Itis interesting to nofe
that the early exomples of Indion
Meter Stomps used before 1930 4
very scarce and commaond good price:

5 Another bronch of philotely
which haos recently drawh ottention of
the stamp collectors is MAXIMAPHILY:
le, collection of Maximum-cards:
Moximum Cards are known since 1930
Maximaphily has its aim to collack
postage stamps dffied to plcture post
cards complying with certoin criterig
of concordonce ond  post-marked
under certaln conditions of  concor:
dance. Such edrds are called Maxf:
mum Cards. This name is justified by
the fact that its Lhree postal compd-
nents, viz.,, (1) the postage stamp, (2]
the picture post-card, (3] the post-
mork together present the Maximum
possible  concordance. Commission
hos been oppointed by the FLP. for
this branch of Fhilately, In the INDIA-
80 International Stamp Exhibition there
ware 11 antrigs in the sub-class Maxi-
maphily of Group 10 — OTHER COL-
LECTIOMS, This is the most interest-
ing branch of Philately.



ipuring @ recent visit ta the Philatelic
squ, Maodras, | noticed o gentle-
who hod come to buy some new
es, accompaniad by his son of
twelve yearas. When the father
tad ordering for four copies of
h of the new issues availoble, the
got puzzled, “Why, Doddy, why
|d you buy four copies when one
|d do far my collection?" he asked.
fathar: replled, "“Well, my dear
W, ong copy is, of courss, far your
Ehection. Ahd the other copies dra
igat for keeping by and by the time
Syny grow up, you will find that they
pove risen wery much in valge"

Howy, this opprooch to the hobby of
Scinmp coliaciing with on emphasis on
Sihe money aspect of it which was
Umeing incuicoted in the youngster, in
the eorly stoges of his initiotion inte
Sthe hobhy, 18 not the proper dpproach:.
uf, aotially rowodoys, o slamp col-
Ecior's attention is being increasingly
L mown to the monetary aspect, even
drom the early stoges of his stamp
eollecling coreer to the detrimeant of
the healthy devealopment of the hobby.
B8 0 result, many o newcomer to the
hobby  turns to deoling in  stomps

“Within the first few months,

. only one explores the money
. ingle of Philately, in depth, one would
‘tiscover that it 1s not cakes all the
WY, In such an exploration, several
M8ctors turn up, which ore very often
108t sight of in o cosual study.

_ It should never be forgotten that o
Stomp collection connct be classed as
* fash. |t may be as good as cash, but
8 nat, however, cash. It cannot even
=8 equated with bullion. It caonnot just
-{a taken to the market place and sold
8 gold or silver. Stomps have an
Sxclusive market of their own.

While like any other eammadity, the

Brice of g slamp is also influenced by

By S. Ramaswamy

the fows of supply and demand, there
is this important difference to  be
noted, i, the price of o particular
siamp, should it turn out to.be g rare
one, could reach astronomical heights,
it thers weie several persons compet-
ing agoinst one another 1o possess IL

The markel for stamps is fickle, often
as all stomps do not apprecigte in
value Lniformly with age. Also, the
stomps of the various countries of the
world vory in popularity widely, Some
rise and fall ot different pericds. The
popularity factor, therefore, ploys o
big port in determining the value of g
stomp  collection. While stamps  of
countrizs llke Great Britain, Austrolic,
Conada,  France, Switzerland, the
U.S.A., ete., ore ever populdar and hava
o wide following all over the world,
there ure severol othars which hava
only restricted followlihg, The stamps
of Burma weare guite popular in our
country in the fifties, but now, there
ure not many who are keen on them.
Scon after our country oftained Inde-
pendence, many collectors in Britain
lost inlerest in India’s stomps. Instan-
ces lika these are many.

The next very important foctor
which influences the value of stamps
is their condition. In the early days
of stamp collecting, we knew only mint
or unused copies and used copies.
Now the groding has become very
elabarcte starting with  unmounted or
never hinged mint copies fetching a
considerable premium over the moun-
ted mint ones. This tolk of unmounted
rint is oll right whers the climate does
not play havoc with the stamp, offect-
ing the gum and the paoper.

In our vast country, tropicol condi-
tions. are in evidence in most ploces.
Humidity and salinity upto a sizable
percentoge ore basic feolures of the
utmosphera in cities like Maodros ond
Coleutta, In these places. the white



um on the back of mint stamps turns
rown  In coursa of time and  rust
spols sturt oppsarlng all over the
reverse, The use ol French chalk,
protective mouits, ete, do not sesm
to be of much ovail In guording the
stamps agoinst such chonges. Many
of us hove hod the galling experience
of London desalers returning unsold,
many of our valuobla stamps with the
remark “Stomp  Tropicalised'”. Once
this remork attochss to g stamp, its
vaits goes down gutomatically.

It in spite of all these handicaps, we
are able to bulld uUp a decent collac-
tion and olso moimtain It In a fairy
good condition, we get to the most
frustrating part of the whole matter
when we wont to sell the coliection
and set out to find o buyer. The point,
here, Is that not only must o buyar be
found, but he must be a person who
needs our stamps most and will, there-
fore, be willing to moke a good offer
which will sotlsfy us. We often find,
however, that this does not happen.

What happens many times, Is same-
what ‘on the following lines. Whean we
show the collection with high hopas,
o o prospective buyer, he thumbs
threugh the album in o cosual man-
ner. makes o few disporaging remorks
obout some of the items and finally
makes grudgingly, o low offer, which
leaves us utterly dismayed and frus-
trated, When we think of the toll and
care that we have bestowed on tha
collection against the sullen opposition
of the spouse and other members of
the family, spending hard earned cash,
often unwisely, on fancied items, the
buyer's affer leaves all ouf high hopes

shottered to the ground. The frusg
tion is more keenly felt by parsos
who have token to stamp collecty
keeping only the money angla In the
view throughout and not enfoying It g
a hobby. 1

It is true that stamps cost a bit g
money theso days. Gone are the doy
when wo could blissiully swap |
stamp for o stomp, without bothering
aboul its volue. So, a certain amoyp
of money needs to be spent on builg
ing up o stamp collacticn, It, thers
fore, follows that every stomp collgel
tion will havae a certoin monetan
value cand so0 connot be expected
be just gifted owoy. But to concen:
trate too much on the money aspac
of stamp collecting, talking of stampg
a8 an investment, 0s g hedge againe
inflation ond so0 on is not ot all cond
ducive to the healthy growth of stamp
callacting as a hobby,

Stamp collecting is first and fore-
most a fine and Instructive hobby. |t
helps cne to find reloxation and diver-
sion for o while, now and then, fram
the worries and problems of lite. If
the hobby I8 to grow ond spread ever
wider among the voung and old alike
ihe monetary angle of philotely shouid
not be ployed up too much; Money
spent on stomps ocguired for one's
collection must be treated gs having
beeh spent for the plegsura of pos-
sessing them ond not as an invest
ment with prospects of future gain.
The gain, if any, could be Incidental,
The vyoung, especially, should be
guided to take to stamp collecting as
o fascineting hobby ond not os o
mongy making proposition,




" The Indian Pestal Department has
same port and parcel of our daily
Thera has bBeen o ropid growth
pelustries and Commerce and of
rso  population too! after the
el World War and In the post-
Independence ero, This has necessita-
A the Depariment to formulate various
maes to spend-up the enormous
gee In posted articles and ollied
‘Granches. It wos late Sri Rafi Abmed
Kidwo! who In early 50°s_introduced
the All-up night Air Mall Service and
o toke odvonioge of this scheme,
fdobiic Fost Offices ond Night Post
Bloes ware formed loter. Though
Bll-Up Night Air Mail Service hos since
been scrapped, yet the Maobile Post
DHloes ond Might Post Offices have
‘come to stoy. This illustrates the
important roles being played by these
fwo Post Offices to cater 1o the needs
;;pf ane and all,
h

We n |India always harp on the glo.
flous post forgetting the present. So
28 the case with the Postol History.
. Fhilatelists try to ocquire a cover of
* tarly period ond yet throw the present
- taoy covers to the dust bin. Remember,
these present doy covers are part of
:-fhe Modeen Postal History,  Similarly
a stucy of Night Post Office |s part of
‘the Modern Postal History.

| Whot is a Night Post Office? Gene-
- fally, the working hours of a Post
Office are fixed by the Heod of the
Fostal Cirele according to the timings
Given in the Post Office Guide. Yet a
W selected Post Offices have the
Working hours extended before and/or
Ofter normal hours are called 'Night
- Post Offices’ to serve the public inte-
Test. The Director-General may extend
 the working hours of such Night Post
:folcsaﬂ- upto 8:30 p.m. only and may
- "%ép them open on Sundays also.

Night Post Office - A Study

By A. Ravoof

Thess Might Post Offices transact
gnly those fronsoctions which hove
bean outhorlsed by the Director Gene-
reil. Mormaolly, these Night Post Offices
book registered articles, V.P. Articles,
recaive Telegraphic Money Ordera ond

zell Indion  Postal Orders, Notional
Defence  Cortificates and  Postage
Stomps. Upto 7-30 p.m. Deposita intd

Savings Bonk Accounts are accepted
and poyment of T.M.Os. will also be
affected upto B8-30 pm. But on Sun-
days, there is no SB.A. tronsgetions,
payment of M.Os. and T.MOs. ond
delivery of ordinary mails including
Registered articles, but all cther trans-
actions will bs conducted as on other
waek days

In Tamil Madu Circla, the following
Post Officas function as Night Post
Diffices ¢

(1) Coimbaotore H.Cr; 2y T. Nagar
H.O., Madras; [3) Madural H.O; (4) Tal-
takulam H.Q. (56) Pondicherry H.O.
(B} Tanjore H.O.; (¥} Teppokulam 8.0
{8) Trichy Fort 5.0.; (9) Tuticorin H.O.;
(10) Vellora H.O; (1) Madras G.P.D.;
(12} Anng Rood H.O,, Madras; (13)
Salern H.O.; and (14) Erode H.Q.

The post marks and nome siomps
used by some of the above Post
Offices give a foscinating study.

The genaral pattern with regard to
the 'Mame Stomps’ is observed to be,
the mention of the name of the P.O.
in full, followsd by contraction 'NPOC
in English with on exact transliteration

i Hindi  wiy of o The N.P.Os

gt Sclem, Coimbatore (Fig. 1], Thyaga-
rayanagar (Madros) (Fig, 2) and Than-
javur dre found to use Name Stomps
of this Caotegory, Somg Night P.Os
ora however using nome stomps with
the letters 'B.0.' clones in controction
precedad by the ward ‘Night' in full,
with it excet full Hindl tronsiiteration
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category, A slight deviation seen in
iz that the letters '‘P.O’

simply reads therefore, as ‘Madurai

(Fig. 4). Yet another deviation in this
is of course in Keralo Circle) is that

so kT

with regard to Name Stamps.

As regards cancellation stamps, we
The Madras G.P.O, Date Stamp
lish Letters ‘NPO" mo.
circle below the hour types. The Hindi
The Madurai Night P.O. (Fig. 7) Is
which the Hindi version is not a trans

lish 'Might’ as
ter of tronslated expression of ‘Might'

M.P.O. (Fig. 8] the translgted expres s

Readers will thus ses

that there are many many more M
leet should become one of abeorb

Tiruchy Fort Might Post Offjce (Fig. 3} is found

are altogether obsaent

that the sub ject of Night P.O.
for detalled study of the varied ver sion

io come under this

Maduroi Night Post Office
in the name stamps which

HaY AT

category reiates to Trivandrum (which
the Hindi spelling for "Might' is found

respect of

Might” with Hindi transliteration

(Fig. 5) and not Mg as is found in Tomil Nodu Circle. So much

have very Intergsting things to observa.

(Regn.) (Fig. 6) is seen to have the three Eng-
neotly occommo dated within the innermost concentrie

equivolent is conspiculously absent.
found to use o cancellotion stomp In
literation but a translation of the Eng-

nﬁ- in Hindi. A veryinteresting deviotion even in this mat-

is the concellation stamp of Thanjovur

ion is found {]ﬂ'mm

offers great scope

s of cancellations and considering

kit P.Os. throughout the country the sub-
ng interest for collection as well os study,
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